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PROJECT INFORMATION SHEET 

1. Project Title   OC Loop Segments O, P, and Q Coyote Creek 
Bikeway Project 

2. CEQA Lead Agency and Address  County of Orange (CEQA Lead Agency) 
OC Public Works 
601 North Ross Street 
Santa Ana, CA 92701 

3. Contact and Phone Number   Jim Volz 
601 N. Ross Street 
Santa Ana, CA 92701 
Telephone: 714-647-3904 

4. Project Applicant   County of Orange 
OC Public Works 
601 North Ross Street 
Santa Ana, CA 92701 

5. Project Location    The location of OC Loop Segments O, P, and Q 
Coyote Creek Bikeway Project (proposed project) 
is along a gap in the 66-mile regional bikeway 
corridor called the OC Loop, designated 
Segments O, P, and Q.  The proposed project is 
located along the length of Coyote Creek Channel, 
upstream and downstream of the Santa Ana 
Freeway (I-5 Freeway). The proposed project 
begins at the existing Coyote Creek Bikeway (in the 
City  of Cerritos) where the Coyote Creek flood 
channel divides into north and east forks, the 
length is 2.7 miles connecting to another portion of 
the Coyote Creek Bikeway at La Mirada 
Boulevard/Malvern Avenue in the cities of 
Buena Park and La Mirada. 

6. Project Site General Plan 
Designation(s)  

 OC Loop Segment O 
City of La Mirada: Industrial 
City of Buena Park: Industrial, Office 
Manufacturing 
City of Cerritos: Low Density, Light Industrial 
 
OC Loop Segment P 
City of La Mirada: Commercial, Industrial  
City of Buena Park: Industrial 
 
OC Loop Segment Q 
City of La Mirada: Low Density Residential 
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City of Buena Park: Low-Density Residential, 
Planned Development, Open Space, Light 
Industrial  

7. Project Site Zoning Designation(s)   OC Loop Segment O 
City of La Mirada: M2-Industrial  
City of Buena Park: MH Heavy Industrial 
City of Cerritos: M-1 Emergency Shelter Overlay, 
RS-5000 Single Family Residential 
 
OC Loop Segment P 
City of La Mirada: M-2 Industrial, C-4 General 
Commercial 
City of Buena Park: ML Light Industrial, MH Heavy 
Industrial  
 
OC Loop Segment Q 
City of La Mirada: R-1 Single Family Residential 
City of Buena Park: RS-6 One Family Residential, 
ML Light Industrial, MH Heavy Industrial 

8. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting   A variety of land uses are adjacent to the project 
site, including commercial, residential, open space, 
office, manufacturing, flood control channels, and 
industrial.  

9. Description of Project   OC Loop Segment O, P, and Q Coyote Creek 
Bikeway Project involves the construction of a 
2.7-mile bikeway along the Coyote Creek flood 
control channel (i.e., Coyote Creek Channel) in the 
City of Cerritos on the south, through the City of 
La Mirada, to the City of Buena Park to the north. 
The 2.7-mile bikeway is a component of a 66-mile 
regional bikeway corridor called the OC Loop. The 
proposed project would, at its southern terminus, 
begin at the existing Coyote Creek Bikeway (in the 
City of Cerritos) at the confluence of the north and 
east forks of the Coyote Creek Channel. The 
proposed project would trend in a northeast 
direction for approximately 2.7 miles, where it 
connects to Segment R of the Coyote Creek 
Bikeway at La Mirada Boulevard in the City of 
Buena Park.   

When constructed, the proposed project will close 
an existing bikeway gap in the OC Loop, increase 
the use of active transportation travel modes, 
enhance safety and mobility for non-motorized 
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users, advance efforts to achieve greenhouse gas 
reduction goals, improve aesthetics, access and 
maintenance to the Coyote Creek Channel, and 
enhance public health. In addition, the proposed 
project is a safety and mobility enhancement for 
the County of Orange. Refer to Section 3.0 of this 
document for additional details. 

10. Coordinating Agencies  Federal:  

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) 

State: 

California Department of Transportation 
(Caltrans) 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 

California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 

Metrolink/Southern California Regional Rail 
Authority (SCRRA) 

State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) 

Regional:  

Los Angeles County Flood Control District 
(LACFCD) 

Orange County Flood Control District (OCFCD) 

Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board 
- Region 4(LARWQCB) 

Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board -   
Region 8 (SARWQCB) 

Local: 

OC Public Works 

City of Cerritos 

City of Buena Park  

City of La Mirada 

Railroads and Utilities:  

Union Pacific Railroad (UPRR) and California 
Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) 

Burlington Northern and Santa Fe (BNSF) Railway 
and CPUC 

Chevron 

Kinder-Morgan & U.S. Navy 
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AT&T & SCE 

11. Have California Native American 
tribes traditionally and culturally 
affiliated with the project area 
requested consultation pursuant to 
Public Resources Code 
§ 21080.3.1? If so, has consultation 
begun? 

 Letters were sent by OC Public Works (OCPW), the 
Lead Agency, on May 21, 2020 to the four local 
Native American tribes on the recommended list 
maintained by OCPW. These were to the 
Gabrielino/Tongva San Gabriel Band of Mission 
Indians, the Gabrieleño Band of Mission Indians ɀ 
Kizh Nation, the Juaneño Band of Mission Indians, 
and the Soboba Band of Luiseño Indians, as well as 
to the Fernandeño Tataviam Band of Mission 
Indians, the San Manuel Band of Mission Indians 
and the Tejon Tribe.  One tribe replied stating that 
they did not wish to consult on the project, and the 
remaining six tribes did not respond to the /#07ȭÓ 
letter within the request period.  Consultation has 
been completed. Refer to Section 4.18, Tribal 
Cultural Resources, of the document for additional 
information.   

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJ2MO1nrbRAhUE_IMKHePrB0MQjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/murrietaclerk&psig=AFQjCNHbPazaPju8xmgpQw2Tf5qutuKkow&ust=1484091660082986


× TABLE OF CONTENTS × 

7034/OC Loop Segments O, P, and Q Coyote Creek Bikeway Project Page v 
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration November 2020 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Project Information Sheet  ................................................................................................................................... i  

Acronyms and Abbreviations  ........................................................................................................................... ix  

1.0 Introduction  .......................................................................................................................................... 1-1 
1.1 Proposed Project .................................................................................................................................. 1-1 
1.2 Lead Agencies ɀ Environmental Review Implementation .................................................. 1-1 
1.3 CEQA Overview ..................................................................................................................................... 1-1 
1.4 Purpose of Initial Study ..................................................................................................................... 1-2 
1.5 Review and Comment by Other Agencies .................................................................................. 1-3 
1.6 Impact Terminology ........................................................................................................................... 1-3 
1.7 Organization of Initial Study ........................................................................................................... 1-4 
1.8 Findings from the Initial Study ....................................................................................................... 1-5 

2.0 Environmental Setting  ....................................................................................................................... 2-1 
2.1 Project Location .................................................................................................................................... 2-1 
2.2 Existing Characteristics of the Site .............................................................................................2-20 

3.0 Project Description  ............................................................................................................................. 3-1 
3.1 Project Location and Context .......................................................................................................... 3-1 
3.2 Project Objectives ................................................................................................................................ 3-1 
3.3 Project Characteristics ....................................................................................................................... 3-4 
3.4 Project Construction .........................................................................................................................3-14 
3.5 Construction Staging ........................................................................................................................3-15 
3.6 Easements .............................................................................................................................................3-15 
3.7 Discretionary Actions .......................................................................................................................3-19 

4.0 Environmental Checklist  .................................................................................................................. 4-1 
Environmental Factors Potentially Affected ............................................................................................ 4-1 
Determination (To Be Completed by the Lead Agency) ...................................................................... 4-1 
Evaluation of Environmental Impacts......................................................................................................... 4-2 
4.1 Aesthetics .............................................................................................................................................4.1-1 
4.2 Agriculture and Forestry Resources .........................................................................................4.2-1 
4.3 Air Quality ............................................................................................................................................4.3-1 
4.4 Biological Resources ........................................................................................................................4.4-1 
4.5 Cultural Resources ...........................................................................................................................4.5-1 
4.6 Energy ....................................................................................................................................................4.6-1 
4.7 Geology and Soils ..............................................................................................................................4.7-1 
4.8 Greenhouse Gas Emissions ...........................................................................................................4.8-1 
4.9 Hazards and Hazardous Materials .............................................................................................4.9-1 
4.10 Hydrology and Water Quality ................................................................................................... 4.10-1 
4.11 Land Use and Planning ................................................................................................................ 4.11-1 
4.12 Mineral Resources ......................................................................................................................... 4.12-1 
4.13 Noise .................................................................................................................................................... 4.13-1 
4.14 Population and Housing .............................................................................................................. 4.14-1 
4.15 Public Services ................................................................................................................................ 4.15-1 
4.16 Recreation ......................................................................................................................................... 4.16-1 
4.17 Transportation ................................................................................................................................ 4.17-1 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJ2MO1nrbRAhUE_IMKHePrB0MQjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/murrietaclerk&psig=AFQjCNHbPazaPju8xmgpQw2Tf5qutuKkow&ust=1484091660082986


× TABLE OF CONTENTS × 

7034/OC Loop Segments O, P, and Q Coyote Creek Bikeway Project Page vi 
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration November 2020 

4.18 Tribal Cultural Resources ........................................................................................................... 4.18-1 
4.19 Utilities and Service Systems .................................................................................................... 4.19-1 
4.20 Wildfire  .............................................................................................................................................. 4.20-1 
4.21 Mandatory Findings of Significance ....................................................................................... 4.21-1 

5.0 References ............................................................................................................................................. 5-1 

6.0 List of Preparers  .................................................................................................................................. 6-1 
6.1 County of Orange- Lead Agency (CEQA) and Project Applicant ....................................... 6-1 
6.2 UltraSystems Environmental, Inc. ................................................................................................. 6-1 
6.3 GHD ............................................................................................................................................................ 6-2 
6.4 Cabrinha, Hearn & Associates ......................................................................................................... 6-2 

7.0 Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program  ....................................................................... 7-1 
 

LIST OF FIGURES 

Figure 2.1-1 - Project Vicinity ....................................................................................................................................... 2-2 
Figure 2.1-2 - Project Location ..................................................................................................................................... 2-3 
Figure 2.1-3 - Topographic Map .................................................................................................................................. 2-4 
Figure 2.1-4a - Project Site Photographs Location Map - Segment O .......................................................... 2-5 
Figure 2.1-4b - Project Site Photographs ɀ Segment O Photos 1-4 ............................................................... 2-6 
Figure 2.1-4c - Project Site Photographs - Segment O Photos 5-8 ................................................................ 2-7 
Figure 2.1-4d - Project Site Photographs Location Map - Segment P ........................................................2-10 
Figure 2.1-4d - Project Site Photographs Location Map - Segment P ........................................................2-10 
Figure 2.1-4e - Project Site Photographs -  Segment P Photos 9-12 ...........................................................2-11 
Figure 2.1-4f  - Project Site Photographs Location Map - Segment Q .........................................................2-14 
Figure 2.1-4g - Project Site Photographs - Segment Q Photos 13-16 .........................................................2-15 
Figure 2.1-4h - Project Site Photographs - Segment Q Photos 17-20 ........................................................2-16 
Figure 2.1-4i  - Project Site Photographs - Segment Q Photos 21-22 ..........................................................2-17 
Figure 3.1-1 - Regional Location Map........................................................................................................................ 3-2 
Figure 3.1-2 - Project Vicinity ....................................................................................................................................... 3-3 
Figure 3.3-1 - OC Loop Segments O, P, and Q ......................................................................................................... 3-5 
Figure 3.3-2 - OC Loop Segment O Improvement Plan....................................................................................... 3-6 
Figure 3.3-3 - OC Loop Segment P Improvement Plan ....................................................................................... 3-8 
Figure 3.3-4 - OC Loop Segment Q Improvement Plan.....................................................................................3-11 
Figure 3.6-1 - Permanent Project Easements- Segment P ..............................................................................3-17 
Figure 3.6-2 - Permanent Project Easements - Segment Q .............................................................................3-18 
Figure 4.1-1 - Scenic Highways .................................................................................................................................4.1-5 
Figure 4.1-2 - Visual Renderings ........................................................................................................................... 4.1-11 
Figure 4.2-1 - Important Farmland .........................................................................................................................4.2-2 
Figure 4.2-2 - Williamson Act Lands .......................................................................................................................4.2-4 
Figure 4.3-1 - Sensitive Receptors in Segment O ...............................................................................................4.3-7 
Figure 4.3-2 - Sensitive Receptors in Segment Q ...............................................................................................4.3-8 
Figure 4.4-1 - Project Boundary and BSA .......................................................................................................... 4.4-20 
Figure 4.4-2 - CNDDB Plant Species ..................................................................................................................... 4.4-21 
Figure 4.4-3 - CNDDB Wildlife Species ............................................................................................................... 4.4-23 
Figure 4.4-4 - Site Photos ......................................................................................................................................... 4.4-26 
Figure 4.4-5 - Potential Bat Roosts ....................................................................................................................... 4.4-29 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJ2MO1nrbRAhUE_IMKHePrB0MQjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/murrietaclerk&psig=AFQjCNHbPazaPju8xmgpQw2Tf5qutuKkow&ust=1484091660082986


× TABLE OF CONTENTS × 

7034/OC Loop Segments O, P, and Q Coyote Creek Bikeway Project Page vii  
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration November 2020 

Figure 4.4-6 - USFWS Critical Habitats ............................................................................................................... 4.4-40 
Figure 4.4-7 - Land Cover Types ............................................................................................................................ 4.4-41 
Figure 4.4-8a - Impacts on Jurisdictional Waters Overview (Segment O) ........................................... 4.4-44 
Figure 4.4-8b - Impacts on Jurisdictional Waters Overview (Segment P) ........................................... 4.4-45 
Figure 4.4-8c - Impacts on Jurisdictional Waters Overview (Segment Q) ........................................... 4.4-46 
Figure 4.4-9 - CDFW Wildlife Corridors ............................................................................................................. 4.4-48 
Figure 4.4-10 - Tree Inventory Map ..................................................................................................................... 4.4-51 
Figure 4.5-1 - Topographic Map ...............................................................................................................................4.5-2 
Figure 4.7-1 - Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones .....................................................................................4.7-3 
Figure 4.7-2 - Regionally Active Faults ..................................................................................................................4.7-4 
Figure 4.7-3 - Landslide and Liquefaction Hazards Zones ............................................................................4.7-6 
Figure 4.9-1 - Fullerton Municipal Airport  ...........................................................................................................4.9-8 
Figure 4.9-2 - Fullerton Municipal Airport ɀ Airport Obstruction Imaginary Surfaces Zone .........4.9-9 
Figure 4.9-3 - Fire Hazard Severity Zones ......................................................................................................... 4.9-12 
Figure 4.9-4 - Fire Hazard Severity Zones - Local Responsibility Area ................................................. 4.9-13 
Figure 4.10 -1 - FEMA Flood Hazard Zones ....................................................................................................... 4.10-8 
Figure 4.12 -1 - Mineral Resources ....................................................................................................................... 4.12-2 
Figure  4.12-2 - Oil and Gas Wells and Fields .................................................................................................... 4.12-3 
Figure 4.12 -3 - Geothermal Wells ......................................................................................................................... 4.12-4 
Figure 4.13 -1 - Ambient Noise Monitoring Locations in the Project Area ........................................... 4.13-3 
Figure 4.13 -2 - Sensitive Noise Receivers in Segment O ............................................................................. 4.13-4 
Figure 4.13 -3 - Sensitive Noise Receivers in Segment Q (Buena Park) ................................................. 4.13-7 
Figure 4.20 -1 - Fire Hazard Severity Zone - Local Responsibility Area ................................................ 4.20-2 
Figure 4.20 -2 - Fire Hazard Severity Zone - State Responsibility Area ................................................. 4.20-3 

 
LIST OF TABLES 

Table 2.1-1 - Land Uses in the Project Vicinity ...................................................................................................... 2-1 
Table 3.7-1 - Discretionary Actions ..........................................................................................................................3-19 
Table 4.1-1 - Project Compliance with City of Cerritos General Plan Policies Regarding Scenic  

Quality and Aesthetics ........................................................................................................................4.1-7 
Table 4.1-2 - Project Compliance with City of Buena Park General Plan Policies Regarding Scenic 

Quality and Aesthetics ........................................................................................................................4.1-7 
Table 4.1-3 - Project Compliance with City of Buena Park Municipal Code Regulations Regarding 

Scenic Quality and Aesthetics ..........................................................................................................4.1-7 
Table 4.1-4 - Project Compliance with City of La Mirada General Plan Policy Regarding Scenic 

Quality and Aesthetics ........................................................................................................................4.1-8 
Table 4.3-1 - Federal and State Attainment Status ...........................................................................................4.3-4 
Table 4.3-2 - Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Data (Long Beach) .............................................................4.3-5 
Table 4.3-3 - Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Data (Pico Rivera) .............................................................4.3-5 
Table 4.3-4 - Ambient Air Quality Monitoring Data (La Habra) ..................................................................4.3-6 
Table 4.3-5 - Regional Thresholds of Significance ......................................................................................... 4.3-10 
Table 4.3-6 - SCAQMD Localized Thresholds for Construction ................................................................ 4.3-10 
Table 4.3-7 - Construction Activities, by Segment ......................................................................................... 4.3-11 
Table 4.3-8 - Estimated Construction Emissions ............................................................................................ 4.3-13 
Table 4.3-9 - Localized Significance Analysis Results ................................................................................... 4.3-14 
Table 4.4-1 - Field Survey Information ..................................................................................................................4.4-3 
Table 4.4-2 - Plant Literature Review Results ....................................................................................................4.4-5 
Table 4.4-3 - Wildlife Literature Review Results ............................................................................................ 4.4-10 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJ2MO1nrbRAhUE_IMKHePrB0MQjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/murrietaclerk&psig=AFQjCNHbPazaPju8xmgpQw2Tf5qutuKkow&ust=1484091660082986


× TABLE OF CONTENTS × 

7034/OC Loop Segments O, P, and Q Coyote Creek Bikeway Project Page viii  
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration November 2020 

Table 4.4-4 - Bridges Surveyed and Bats Observed....................................................................................... 4.4-24 
Table 4.4-5 - Area of Anticipated Direct Impacts to Land Cover in the BSA ....................................... 4.4-42 
Table 4.4-6 - Jurisdictional Areas and Impacts Summary Table .............................................................. 4.4-43 
Table 4.4-7 - Protected Tree Inventory .............................................................................................................. 4.4-49 
Table 4.6-1 - Project Compliance with City of Cerritos General Plan Policy Regarding Energy ....4.6-2 
Table 4.6-2 - Project Compliance with City of Buena Park General Plan Policy Regarding  

Energy ......................................................................................................................................................4.6-3 
Table 4.6-3 - Project Compliance with City of La Mirada General Plan Policies Regarding  

Energy ......................................................................................................................................................4.6-3 
Table 4.6-4 - Estimated Project Operational Energy Use ...............................................................................4.6-3 
Table 4.8-1 - Project Construction-Related GHG Emissions .........................................................................4.8-7 
Table 4.10-1 - Total Maximum Daily Loads for Coyote Creek and Coyote Creek North Fork...... 4.10-2 
Table 4.11-1 - Project Compliance with City of Cerritos General Plan Policies Regarding  

Land Use .............................................................................................................................................. 4.11-2 
Table 4.11-2 - Project Compliance with City of Buena Park General Plan Policies Regarding  

Land Use .............................................................................................................................................. 4.11-2 
Table 4.11-3 - Project Compliance with City of La Mirada General Plan Policies Regarding  

Land Use .............................................................................................................................................. 4.11-3 
Table 4.13-1 - Sensitive Receivers in Segment O (Cerritos) ...................................................................... 4.13-5 
Table 4.13-2 - Ambient Noise Measurement Results in Segment O ....................................................... 4.13-5 
Table 4.13-3 - Sensitive Receivers in Segment Q (Buena Park) ............................................................... 4.13-8 
Table 4.13-4 - Modeled 24-Hour Average Noise Levels in Project Area ............................................... 4.13-8 
Table 4.13-5 - Ambient Noise Measurement Results ................................................................................... 4.13-9 
Table 4.13-6 - Construction Equipment Noise Characteristics ............................................................. 4.13-14 
Table 4.13-7 - Estimated Increases in Unmitigated Noise Exposure Due to Construction ........ 4.13-15 
Table 4.13-8 - Vibration Levels of Typical Construction Equipment .................................................. 4.13-17 
Table 7.0-1 - Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program ......................................................................... 7-2 

 
APPENDICES 

 
Appendix  A1 Segment O, P, and Q Improvement Plans 
Appendix  A2 2018 Project Plans  
Appendix  A3 2020 Updated Crossings Plans 
Appendix A4  Bridge Type Selection Report 
Appendix  B1 Air Quality & Greenhouse Gas Emissions Technical Summary  
Appendix B2 -1 Total Emissions with UPRR Undercrossing 
Appendix B2 -2 Total Emissions with UPRR Overcrossing 
Appendix  C Natural Environment Study (Minimal Impacts) 
Appendix  D1 Phase I Cultural Resources Inventory 
Appendix  D2 Paleontological Resources Records Search 
Appendix  E1 Initial Site Assessment Report 
Appendix E2 Initial Site Assessment - Addendum 
Appendix  F Jurisdictional Delineation 
Appendix  G Noise Measurement Data 
Appendix  H Information Request Letters 
Appendix I  Draft Hydraulics Study for Undercrossing 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJ2MO1nrbRAhUE_IMKHePrB0MQjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/murrietaclerk&psig=AFQjCNHbPazaPju8xmgpQw2Tf5qutuKkow&ust=1484091660082986


× ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS × 

7034/OC Loop Segments O, P, and Q Coyote Creek Bikeway Project Page ix 
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration November 2020 

ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS 

Acronym/Abbreviation  Term  

AB Assembly Bill 
AB 939 California Integrated Waste Management Act of 1989 (CIWMA) 
ADL aerially-deposited lead 
AELUP  Airport Environs Land Use Plan 
amsl above mean sea level 
APE area of potential effect 
AQMP Air Quality Management Plan 
ARB Air Resources Board 
BAU business as usual 
BEMP Bat Exclusion and Monitoring Program 
BMPs Best Management Practices 
BNSF Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railway 
BSA Biological Study Area 
CAAQS California Ambient Air Quality Standards 
CalEEMod California Emissions Estimator Model 
CAL FIRE California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
Caltrans California Department of Transportation 
CAOs Cleanup and Abatement Orders 
CAPCOA California Air Pollution Control Officers Association 
CAT Climate Action Team 
CBC California Building Code 
CCAA California Clean Air Act 
CDFW California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
CDOs Cease and Desist Orders 
CEQA California Environmental Quality Act 
CERCLA Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and 

Liability Act 
CESA California Endangered Species Act 
CGS California Geological Survey 
CH4 methane 
CHRIS California Historic Resources Inventory System 
CMP Congestion Management Program 
CNDDB California Natural Diversity Database 
CNEL Community Noise Equivalent Level 
CNPS California Natural Plant Society 
CO Carbon monoxide 
CO2 carbon dioxide 
CO2e carbon dioxide equivalent 
CPUC California Public Utilities Commission 
CRHR California Register of Historical Resources 
CRPR California Rare Plant Rank 
CWA Clean Water Act 
dB decibel 
dBA A-weighted decibel scale 
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Acronym/Abbreviation  Term  

DOC California Department of Conservation 
DOSH California Division of Safety and Health 
DPM Diesel Particulate Matter 
DTSC Department of Toxic Substances Control 
EDCO Park Disposal 
EIR Environmental Impact Report 
EMS Emergency Medical Service 
EO Executive Order 
ESA Endangered Species Act 
ESA(s) Environmentally Sensitive Area(s) 
EZRIM Earthquake Zones of Required Investigation Maps 
FEMA Federal Emergency Management Agency 
FHSVs Fire Hazard Severity Zones 
FIRM Flood Insurance Rate Map 
FMMP Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program 
FRAP CAL FIRE Fire Resource and Assessment Program 
FTA Federal Transit Administration  
GHG greenhouse gas 
GIS Geographic Information System 
GS-WS ground surface to water surface 
GWP global warming potential 
HCP Habitat Conservation Plan 
HEC-RAS 53!#%ȭÓ (ÙÄÒÏÌÏÇÉÃ %ÎÇÉÎÅÅÒÉÎÇ #ÅÎÔÅÒȭÓ 2ÉÖÅÒ !ÎÁÌÙÓÉÓ 3ÙÓÔÅÍ 
HFCs hydrofluorocarbons 
Hz hertz 
IPaC Information, Planning, and Conservation 
IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
ISA Initial Site Assessment 
IS/MND Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 
L90 noise level that is exceeded 90% of the time 
Leq equivalent noise level 
LACFCD Los Angeles County Flood Control District 
LACFPD Los Angeles County Fire Protection District  
LARWQCB Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board 
LID Low Impact Development 
Lmax root mean square maximum noise level 
LOSSAN Los Angeles-San Diego-San Luis Obispo Rail Corridor 
LRA local responsibility area 
LSTs Localized Significance Thresholds 
LUSTs leaking underground storage tanks 
MBTA Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
MLD Most Likely Descendant 
MM mitigation measure 
MMRP Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program  
MMTCO2e million metric tons of CO2e 
MND Mitigated Negative Declaration 
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Acronym/Abbreviation  Term  

MRZ Mineral Resource Zone 
Mw maximum movement magnitude 
MWD Metropolitan Water Department 
MX-D Downtown Mixed-Use Zoning designation 
N2O nitrous oxide 
NAAQS National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
NAHC  Native American Heritage Commission 
NCCP Natural Communities Conservation Plan 
ND Negative Declaration 
NHPA National Historic Preservation Act 
N2O nitrous oxide 
NO nitric oxide 
NO2 nitrogen dioxide 
NOx nitrogen oxides 
NPPA California Native Plant Protection Act 
NPDES National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
NRHP National Register of Historic Places 
NWI National Wetlands Inventory 
O3 Ozone 
OCC Orange County Coroner 
OCFA Orange County Fire Authority 
OCFCD Orange County Flood Control District 
OCPW OC Public Works 
OCWD Orange County Water District 
OCTA Orange County Transportation Authority 
OHWM ordinary high water mark 
OPR 'ÏÖÅÒÎÏÒȭÓ /ÆÆÉÃÅ ÏÆ Planning and Research 
OSHA Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
Pb lead 
PFCs perfluorocarbons 
PHB Pedestrian Hybrid Beacon 
PM particulate matter 
PM2.5 fine particulate matter 
PM10 respirable particulate matter 
Porter-Cologne California Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act 
ppm parts per million 
PPV peak particle velocity 
Qya2 Young Alluvium, Unit 2 
Qvof Very Old alluvial fan deposits 
Qyf Young Alluvial Fan Deposits 
RCRA Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
REC recognized environmental condition 
RMS root mean square 
ROG Reactive organic gases 
ROW right -of-way 
RPS Renewables Portfolio Standard 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJ2MO1nrbRAhUE_IMKHePrB0MQjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/murrietaclerk&psig=AFQjCNHbPazaPju8xmgpQw2Tf5qutuKkow&ust=1484091660082986


× ACRONYMS AND ABBREVIATIONS × 

7034/OC Loop Segments O, P, and Q Coyote Creek Bikeway Project Page xii  
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration November 2020 

Acronym/Abbreviation  Term  

RWQCB Regional Water Quality Control Board 
SARWQCB Santa Ana Regional Water Quality Control Board 
SB Senate Bill 
SCAB South Coast Air Basin 
SCAG Southern California Association of Governments 
SCAQMD South Coast Air Quality Management District 
SCCIC South Central Coastal Information Center 
SCE Southern California Edison  
SCRRA Metrolink/Southern California Regional Rail Authority 
SF6 sulfur hexafluoride 
SIP State Implementation Plan 
SLF Sacred Lands File 
SMP soil management plan 
SO2 sulfur dioxide 
SoCalGas Southern California Gas Company 
SRA state responsibility area 
SRAs source receptor areas 
SWPPP Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan 
SWRCB State Water Resources Control Board 
TCRs tribal cultural resources 
TDMLs Total Maximum Daily Loads 
TMP Traffic Management Plan 
UPRR Union Pacific Railroad 
USACE United States Army Corps of Engineers 
USDA United States Department of Agriculture 
USEPA United States Environmental Protection Agency 
USFWS United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
USGS United States Geological Survey 
USTs underground storage tanks 
VdB vibration decibels 
VEC vapor encroachment condition 
VHFHSZs very high fire hazard severity zones 
VMT vehicle miles traveled 
VOC volatile organic compound 
WEAP Worker Environmental Awareness Program 
WEG wind erodibility group  
WQMP Water Quality Management Plan 
ybp years before present 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Proposed Project  

Orange County is proposing  the development of a 2.7-mile bikeway component to close a gap in  a 
larger 66-mile regional bikeway corridor called the OC Loop. The  OC Loop Segments O, P, and Q 
Coyote Creek Bikeway Project ( refÅÒÒÅÄ ÔÏ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÐÒÏÐÏÓÅÄ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȱ ÏÒ ȰÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȱɊ  ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅÃÏÍÅ ÐÁÒÔ 
of the existing Coyote Creek Bikeway. The proposed project site goes through the City of La Mirada, 
City of Buena Park, and City of Cerritos.  

This Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) examines all elements and potential 
environmental impacts, in accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), 
regarding the development of the proposed project. The proposed project would be constructed 
beginning at the existing Coyote Creek Bikeway in the City  of Cerritos where the flood channel divides 
into north and east forks. The bikeway would traverse 2.7 miles, connecting to another portion of the 
Coyote Creek Bikeway at La Mirada Boulevard/Malvern Avenue in the City  of Buena Park. 

1.1.1 Project Components  

The proposed project consists of construction of a paved 2.7-mile bikeway component of the 
OC Loop. This section of the OC Loop would be broken into three segments, OC Loop Segments O, P, 
and Q. OC Loop Segment O would be 1.1 miles long and extend from Coyote Creek North Fork to 
Artesia Boulevard. OC Loop Segment P would be 0.6 mile long and extend from Artesia Boulevard to 
Knott Avenue. OC Loop Segment Q would be one mile long and extend from Knott Avenue to 
Malvern Avenue. Refer to Section 3.0, Project Description, of this document for a detailed project 
description. 

1.1.2 Estimated Construction Schedule  

Project construction is anticipated to begin in January 2023 and would last approximately 18 to 
24 months, ending in December 2024, dependent upon federal funding approvals.  

1.2 Lead Agencies ɀ Environmental Review Implementation  

Orange County is the Lead Agency for the proposed project.  

1.3 CEQA Overview 

1.3.1 Purpose of CEQA 

All discretionary projects within California are required to undergo environmental review under 
CEQA. A project is defined in CEQA Guidelines § 15378 as the whole of the action having the potential 
to result in a direct physical change or a reasonably foreseeable indirect change to the environment 
and is any of the following: 

¶ An activity directly undertaken by any public agency, including but not limited to public 
works construction and related activities, clearing or grading of land, improvements to 
existing public structures, enactment and amendment of zoning ordinances, and the adoption 
and amendment of local general plans or elements thereof. 
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¶ An activity undertaken by a person which is supported in whole or in part through public 
agency contracts, grants, subsidies, loans, or other forms of assistance from one or more 
public agencies. 

¶ An activity involving the issuance to a person of a lease, permit, license, certificate, or other 
entitlement for use by one or more public agencies. 

CEQA Guidelines § 15002 lists the basic purposes of CEQA as: 

¶ Inform governmental decision makers and the public about the potential, significant 
environmental effects of proposed activities. 

¶ Identify the ways that environmental damage can be avoided or significantly reduced. 
¶ Prevent significant, avoidable damage to the environment by requiring changes in projects 

through the use of alternatives or mitigation measures when the governmental agency finds 
the changes to be feasible. 

¶ Disclose to the public the reasons why a governmental agency approved the project in the 
manner the agency chose if significant environmental effects are involved. 

1.3.2 Authority to Mitigate under CEQA  

CEQA establishes a duty for public agencies to avoid or minimize environmental damage where 
feasible. Under CEQA Guidelines § 15041 a Lead Agency for a project has authority to require feasible 
changes in any or all activities involved in the project in order to substantially lessen or avoid 
significant effects on the environment, consistent with applicable constitutional requirements such 
ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÎÅØÕÓȱ1 ÁÎÄ ȰÒÏÕÇÈ ÐÒÏÐÏÒÔÉÏÎÁÌÉÔÙȱ2 standards. 

CEQA allows a Lead Agency to approve a project even though the project would cause a significant 
effect on the environment if the agency makes a fully informed and publicly disclosed decision that 
there is no feasible way to lessen or avoid the significant effect. In such cases, the Lead Agency must 
specifically identify expected benefits and other overriding considerations from the project that 
outweigh the policy of reducing or avoiding significant environmental impacts of the project. 

1.4 Purpose of Initial Study  

The CEQA process begins with a public agency making a determination as to whether the project is 
subject to CEQA at all.  If the project is exempt, the process does not need to proceed any further.  If 
the project is not exempt, the Lead Agency takes the second step and conducts an Initial Study to 
determine whether the project may have a significant effect on the environment. 

The purposes of an Initial Study, as listed in § 15063(c) of the CEQA Guidelines, are to: 

¶ Provide the Lead Agency with information necessary to decide if an Environmental Impact 
Report (EIR), Negative Declaration (ND), or Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) should be 
prepared. 

¶ Enable a Lead Agency to modify a project to mitigate adverse impacts before an EIR is 
prepared, thereby enabling the project to qualify for a ND or MND. 

¶ Assist in the preparation of an EIR, if required, by focusing the EIR on adverse effects 
determined to be significant, identifying the adverse effects determined not to be significant, 

                                                             
1  A nexus (i.e., connection) must be established between the mitigation measure and a legitimate governmental interest. 
2  The mitigation measure must be ȰÒÏÕÇÈÌÙ ÐÒÏÐÏÒÔÉÏÎÁÌȱ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÉÍÐÁÃÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 0ÒÏÊÅÃÔȢ 
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explaining the reasons for determining that potentially significant adverse effects would not 
be significant, and identifying whether a program EIR, or other process, can be used to 
analyze adverse environmental effects of the project. 

¶ Facilitate an environmental assessment early during project design. 
¶ Provide documentation in the ND or MND that a project would not have a significant effect 

on the environment. 
¶ Eliminate unnecessary EIRs. 
¶ Determine if a previously prepared EIR could be used for the Project. 

In cases where no potentially significant impacts are identified, the Lead Agency may issue a ND, and 
no mitigation measures would be needed. Where potentially significant impacts are identified, the 
Lead Agency may determine that mitigation measures would adequately reduce these impacts to less 
than significant levels. The Lead Agency would then prepare an MND for the proposed project.  If the 
Lead Agency determines that individual or cumulative effects of the proposed project would cause a 
significant adverse environmental effect that cannot be mitigated to less than significant levels, then 
the Lead Agency would require an EIR to further analyze these impacts. 

1.5 Review and Comment by Other Agencies 

Other public agencies are provided the opportunity to review and comment on the IS/MND.  Each of 
these agencies is described briefly below. 

¶ A Responsible Agency (14 CCR § 15381) is a public agency, other than the Lead Agency, that 
has discretionary approval power over the Project, such as permit issuance or plan approval 
authority. 

¶ A Trustee Agency3 (14 CCR § 15386) is a state agency having jurisdiction by law over natural 
resources affected by a project that are held in trust for the people of the State of California. 

¶ Agencies with Jurisdiction by Law (14 CCR § 15366) are any public agencies who have 
authority (1)  to grant a permit or other entitlement for use; (2) to provide funding for the 
project in question; or (3) to exercise authority over resources which may be affected by the 
project.  Furthermore, a city or county will have jurisdiction by law with respect to a project 
when the city or county having primary jurisdiction over the area involved is: (1) the site of 
the project; (2) the area in which the major environmental effects will occur; and/or (3) the 
area in which reside those citizens most directly concerned by any such environmental 
effects. 

1.6 Impact Terminology  

The following terminology is used to describe the level of significance of potential impacts: 

¶ A finding of no impact  is appropriate if the analysis concludes that the project would not 
affect the particular environmental threshold in any way. 

¶ An impact is considered less than significant  if the analysis concludes that the project 
would cause no substantial adverse change to the environment and requires no 
mitigation. 

                                                             
3  The four Trustee Agencies in California listed in CEQA Guidelines § 15386 are California Department of Fish and 

Wildlife, State Lands Commission, State Department of Parks and Recreation, and University of California. 
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¶ An impact is considered less than significant with mitigation incorporated if the 
analysis concludes that the project would cause no substantial adverse change to the 
environment with the inclusion of environmental commitments, or other enforceable 
measures, that would be adopted by the lead agency. 

¶ An impact is considered potentially significant if the analysis concludes that the project 
could have a substantial adverse effect on the environment. 

An EIR is required if an impact is identified as potentially significant . 

1.7 Organization of Initial Study  

This IS/MND is organized to satisfy CEQA Guidelines § 15063(d), and includes the following sections: 

¶ Section 1.0 - Introduc tion , which identifies the purpose and scope of the IS/MND. 
¶ Section 2.0 - Environmental Setting , which describes location, existing site conditions, land 

uses, zoning designations, topography, and vegetation associated with the project site and 
surrounding area. 

¶ Section 3.0 - Project Description , which provides an overview of the project, a description 
of the proposed development, project phasing during construction, and discretionary actions 
for the approval of the project. 

¶ Section 4.0 - Environmental Chec klist , which presents checklist responses for each 
resource topic to identify and assess impacts associated with the proposed project, and 
proposes mitigation measures, where needed, to render potential environmental impacts 
less than significant, where feasible. 

¶ Section 5.0 - References, which includes a list of documents cited in the IS/MND. 
¶ Section 6.0 - List of Preparers , which identifies the primary authors and technical experts 

who prepared the Initial Study. 
¶ Section 7.0 ɀ Mitigation, Monitoring, and Reporting Program (MMRP) , which identifies 

mitigation measures and level of significance after mitigation. The mitigation measures 
contained in the MMRP table in this section are prescriptive and are provided for use by the 
implementing agency.    

Technical studies and other documents, which include supporting information or analyses used to 
prepare the IS/MND, are included in the following appendices: 

¶ Appendix A1 Segment O, P and Q Improvement Plans 
¶ Appendix A2 2018 Project Plans 
¶ Appendix A3 2020 Updated Crossings Plans 
¶ Appendix A4 Bridge Type Selection Report 
¶ Appendix B1 Air Quality & Greenhouse Gas Emissions Technical Summary 
¶ Appendix B2-1 Total Emissions with UPRR Undercrossing 
¶ Appendix B2-2 Total Emissions with UPRR Overcrossing 
¶ Appendix C Natural Environment Study (Minimal Impacts) 
¶ Appendix D1 Phase I Cultural Resources Inventory 
¶ Appendix D2 Paleontological Resources Records Search   
¶ Appendix E1 Initial Site Assessment Report  
¶ Appendix E2 Initial Site Assessment - Addendum 
¶ Appendix F Jurisdictional Delineation 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjJ2MO1nrbRAhUE_IMKHePrB0MQjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/murrietaclerk&psig=AFQjCNHbPazaPju8xmgpQw2Tf5qutuKkow&ust=1484091660082986


× SECTION 1.0 - INTRODUCTION × 

7034/OC Loop Segments O, P, and Q Coyote Creek Bikeway Project Page 1-5 
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration November 2020 

¶ Appendix G Noise Measurement Data  
¶ Appendix H Information Request Letters 
¶ Appendix I Draft Hydraulics Study for Undercrossing 

1.8 Findings from the Initial Study  

1.8.1 No Impact or Impacts Considered Less than Significant  

The project would have no impact or a less than significant impact on the following environmental 
categories listed from Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines. 

¶ Air Quality 
¶ Agriculture and Forestry Resources 
¶ Energy 
¶ Greenhouse Gas Emissions 
¶ Hydrology and Water Quality 
¶ Land Use and Planning 
¶ Mineral Resources 
¶ Population and Housing 
¶ Utilities and Service Systems 
¶ Wildfire  

1.8.2 Impacts Considered Less than Significant with Mitigation Measures  

Based on IS findings, the project would have a less than significant impact on the following 
environmental categories listed in Appendix G of the CEQA Guidelines when proposed mitigation 
measures are implemented. 

¶ Aesthetics 
¶ Biological Resources 
¶ Cultural Resources 
¶ Geology and Soils 
¶ Hazards and Hazardous Materials 
¶ Noise 
¶ Public Services 
¶ Recreation 
¶ Transportation 
¶ Tribal Cultural Resources 
¶ Mandatory Findings of Significance 
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2.0 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING 

2.1 Project Location  

The entire 2.7-mile proposed project  is located along the Coyote Creek Channel within the cities of 
Cerritos, Buena Park and La Mirada. The project site is located in an area that is characterized by flat 
topography and urban development. The project site is adjacent to parcels with commercial, 
industrial and residential land uses. Refer to Figure  2.1-1, which shows the project vicinity and 
Figure 2.1-2ȟ ×ÈÉÃÈ ÄÅÐÉÃÔÓ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÊÅÃÔȭÓ ÌÏÃÁÔÉÏÎȢ 2ÅÆÅÒ ÔÏ Figure 2.1-3, which shows a Topographic 
Map of the project site. Table  2.1-1, which provides the land uses in the project vicinity. Photographs 
depicting the project site are provided in Figure  2.1-4a through Figure  2.1-4i . The descriptions 
below for each segment are quoted directly from the Stantec Consulting Services OC Loop Gap 
Feasibility Study prepared in March 2015.   

Table 2.1-1 
LAND USES IN THE PROJECT VICINITY 

 
Segment Project Vicinity Land Uses  

Segment O Residential, commercial and industrial. 
Segment P Commercial and industrial.  
Segment Q Residential, commercial and industrial. 
Source: UltraSystems, 2020 
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Figure 2.1-1 
PROJECT VICINITY 
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Figure 2.1-2 
PROJECT LOCATION 
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